
COVID relief aid
Optimism grows as Pelosi and McConnell 
discuss bipartisan deal. NEWS,  PAGE 3

Jobless claims drop
But the number seeking unemployment 
benefits remains over 700K. NEWS, PAGE 6

UConn defeats USC
Bouknight scores 18 points as Huskies hold 
off USC for 61-58 victory. SPORTS, PAGE 1

Considerable cloudiness
Chance for afternoon showers; 
high of 51. NEWS,  PAGE 2

By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant

MANCHESTER — In any other year, tables at the 
Manchester Elks Lodge would have been spread for a 
hot lunch on Thursday and 200 veterans would have 
been seated around, trading stories.

This year, due to the coronavirus pandemic, tables at 
the Bissell Street hall held bulky hoodies, socks, gloves 
and knit hats. Volunteers boxed the new clothes along 
with meals of turkey and lasagna.

Elks members and staff from Johnson Brunetti 
Retirement and Investment Specialists then delivered 
the meals and clothing to veterans in Hartford, Bris-
tol, Manchester, Newington, Rocky Hill, Vernon and 
West Haven.

Among the recipients was Phillip Hansley, a U.S. Air 
Force veteran of the Vietnam War who lives in support-
ive housing in the Rockville section of Vernon run by 
the nonprofit Chrysalis Center. Hansley, who had been 

 HOLIDAY LUNCH  
HITS THE ROAD

No gathering for veterans in Manchester, but volunteers deliver meals, clothes

Elks Club members Chris Terry and Phil Stender prepare meals for delivery to Connecticut veterans. For the fifth annual Veterans Holiday event co-hosted 
by Manchester Elks and Johnson Brunetti, the packages were delivered rather than distributed at the Elks Club. MARK MIRKO PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT

By Emily Brindley 
Hartford Courant

Connecticut on Thursday 
reported a positivity rate of 7.1%, 
which is the highest daily rate 
the state has seen since the end of 
May and the largest number since 
the state moved to widespread 
COVID-19 testing.

“All the travel back and forth 
may be stirring it up, maybe the 
beginning of some of the Thanks-
giving effects that we had antic-
ipated,” said Gov. Ned Lamont. 
“But it’s a big number.”

But also on Thursday, the state 
also reported that hospitaliza-
tions dropped by 11, which is the 
first time that metric has dropped 
— instead of risen — in a month.

Thursday’s positivity rate was 
based on 4,751 newly identi-
fied cases out of a total of 66,645 

tests administered. That number 
of tests is unusually high for the 
state to report in a single day. The 
positivity rate reflects the actual 
number of confirmed positive 
tests among all tests conducted 
on a particular day.

Health experts expect to see a 
rise in positive cases in coming 
weeks after families and friends 
gathered over the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

And while the daily positiv-
ity rate spiked on Thursday, the 

weekly trend is slightly more 
reserved. After including Thurs-
day’s numbers, the weekly rate 
was 5.5%, which is on par with the 
weekly rate seen in in the days just 
before Thanksgiving.

Hospitalizations on Thursday 
dipped to 1,191, from 1,202 the 
prior day.

The state on Thursday also 
reported 20 additional corona-
virus-linked deaths, for a total 

CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT

Positivity rate highest since May
Hospitalizations drop 
for first time in a month

By Emily Brindley 
Hartford Courant

Coronavirus vaccinations will soon 
be underway — and Connecticut offi-
cials are aiming to vaccinate the entire 
state by early fall 2021, according to 
acting Public Health Commissioner 
Dr. Deidre Gifford.

“We are hopeful that by the early fall, 
we will have everybody who wants to 
be vaccinated to have received the 
vaccine, both doses,” Gifford said at a 
Thursday press briefing.

The first doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine are expected to arrive in 

Connecticut in mid-December. As soon 
as the state receives doses, it will begin 
vaccinating health care workers, emer-
gency medical responders and nursing 
home residents, Lamont said Thursday.

That first wave of vaccinations, 
called Phase 1A, will last from mid-De-
cember until about Jan. 25, according 
to the governor.

After that, Phase 1B will begin in late 
January. That phase will see the vacci-
nations of a swath of vulnerable popu-
lations:

 �Residents who are high-risk.
 �Residents who are over the age of 65.
 �Critical workforce employees.

 � People who live in congregate 
settings, including incarcerated people.

That phase of vaccination is expected 
to last about five months, until the end 
of May. Gifford acknowledged on 
Thursday that the phase is long and 
extensive, and said the state has not yet 
decided which groups within Phase 1B 
will be vaccinated first.

“Some of the categories that we’ve 
mentioned this afternoon are very 
broad, and there’s much more to come 
in terms of further stratification,” 
Gifford said Thursday.

Officials hope to issue COVID-19 
vaccine to entire state by early fall

By Daniela Altimari 
Hartford Courant

U.S. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, a 
15-term Democrat from New 
Haven and the dean of the 
Connecticut delegation, was over-
whelmingly selected Thursday 
as the next chair of the powerful 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee, an influential position that 
gives her enormous control over 
federal spending.

“We’re in the 
midst of a crisis,’’ 
DeLauro said, 
referring to the 
public health 
and economic 
fallout of the 
pandemic as 
well as long-
standing racial 
injustices. “This 
is a committee that’s at the center 
of how we respond ... it touches 
every aspect of our lives.”

A close ally of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, DeLauro is an 
old-school politician who 
believes government can be a 
force to improve people’s lives.

DeLauro, who is 77, has spent 
her career advocating for liberal 
causes, such as paid family leave, 
equal pay for women, early child-
hood programs, gun control and 
food security, among others. “My 
life focus has been helping work-
ing people and the vulnerable,’’ 
she said.

U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes, D-5th, 
said DeLauro will continue to 
champion those initiatives. “I 
know Congresswoman DeLauro 
will work on the committee to 
prioritize federal spending bills 
that provide adequate funding for 
health, education, childcare, infra-
structure and other investments 
that stabilize families, improve 
communities and reflect our 
values,’’ Hayes said in a statement.

Despite her history of promot-
ing Democratic causes, DeLauro 

DeLauro 
wins key 
House 
position
Connecticut US Rep. 
selected as chair of 
Appropriations, one of  
top jobs in Congress
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Republicans want to 
postpone payroll tax
Connecticut House Republicans 
called Thursday for tax relief 
for businesses and individuals 
during the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, including postponing 
a new payroll tax that will impact 
most workers in the new year. 
Republicans also called for 
delaying personal property taxes 
for businesses until April 1, but 
Gov. Ned Lamont was cool to both 
ideas. CONNECTICUT, Page 1
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of 91 deaths reported in the 
first three days of Decem-
ber. That’s more than in the 
entire months of August and 
September combined, when 
the state reported 76 deaths.

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, Connecticut has 
reported a total of 126,177 
coronavirus cases and 5,111 
deaths. Nationwide, there 
have been more than 14 
million cases and a total of 
274,648 deaths, according to 
the Johns Hopkins University 
Coronavirus Resource Center.

Lamont lays out 
distribution 
schedule

Lamont on Monday 
announced additional details 
about the order in which 
Connecticut will distrib-
ute the eventual COVID-19 
vaccine, the first version of 
which could be shipped to 
states within a couple weeks.

State officials had already 
indicated that the very first 
doses of the vaccine would 
be given to health care work-
ers, nursing home residents 
and emergency medical 
responders. The state refers 
to that first wave of vaccina-
tions as Phase 1A. Lamont 
said Monday that that phase 
is likely to begin in mid-De-
cember and wrap up at the 
end of January.

That timeline is subject to 
change, and depends largely 
on when the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration autho-
rizes the use of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech and Moderna 
vaccines.

The next phase of vacci-
nation, called Phase 1B, will 
include those over the age 
of 65, those under the age 
of 65 who are considered 
high-risk, critical workforce 
staff and people who live in 
congregate settings.

Phase 1B would likely 
begin in mid-January and 
extend through late May.

And then, likely in early 
June, the state will begin 
Phase 2 of vaccination. 
That phase will include the 
remaining residents — includ-
ing all those under the age of 
18 and anyone over 18 who 
has not yet been vaccinated.

The acting commissioner 
of the Department of Public 
Health, Dr. Deidre Gifford, 
acknowledged Monday that 
the categorization includes 
a massive number of people 
in phases 1B and 2. Not all of 
those people will be vacci-
nated at the same time, and 
Gifford said the state is work-
ing to determine the order in 
which the subcategories will 
be vaccinated.

“Some of the categories 
that we’ve mentioned this 
afternoon are very broad, 
and there’s much more to 
come in terms of further 
stratification,” Gifford said.

Gifford added that, by 
early fall 2021, the state 
hopes to have administered 
both doses of the vaccine to 
every residents who wants 
to be vaccinated.

160 towns not on 
“red alert” list

The state on Thursday 
announced that there are 
now 160 municipalities in 
the state that are on the 
“red alert” list, meaning 
that they’ve been flagged as 
coronavirus hotspots. That 
leaves only nine municipal-
ities that are not on the list.

Municipalities are placed 
on the list if they average 15 
or more new daily cases per 
100,000 residents.

State officials first estab-
lished the list and ranking 
system at the beginning of 
October, and at the time only 
four municipalities met the 
criteria to be added to the 
“red alert” list. the list was 
initially used as a way to warn 
residents living in commu-
nities with high levels of 
spread, and the governor 
later allowed municipali-
ties on the list to rollback 
to earlier reopening phases 
than the rest of the state.

Now, however, the list 
clearly shows the the entire 
state of Connecticut is in the 
midst of a growing coronavi-
rus outbreak.

Convention 
center not yet 
needed

As coronavirus numbers 
continue to rise, Hartford 
HealthCare officials said 
Thursday they’re prepared 
to assemble the Connecti-
cut Convention Center as 
an auxiliary site for COVID-
19 patients, as they did last 
spring, but that the site is not 
necessary yet.

“At this point there’s not 
an immediate need for it,” 
Hartford HealthCare CEO 
Jeffrey Flaks said. “But we at 
Hartford HealthCare stand 
ready to staff it, to put it on 
our license, to put our elec-
tronic health records, to put 
the pharmaceutical distri-
bution systems there, all 
the biomedical equipment 
and to operationalize it as a 
hospital at the time it would 
be necessary.”

In the spring, Hartford 
HealthCare, in conjunction 
with the state, assembled 
the convention center as a 
surge site but did not wind 
up needing it.

The convention center 
site would be a statewide 
resource that could poten-
tially treat overflow patients 
from various health systems. 
As a result, the decision of 
whether to assemble it will 
be made jointly by Hartford 
HealthCare and state officials.

“We’re in pretty regular 
contact trying to figure out if 
it’s necessary and the timing 
of it,” said Dr. James Cardon, 
Hartford HealthCare’s chief 
clinical integration officer. 
“We’re constantly reassess-
ing it. If we need it, it’ll be 
stood up.”

Courant staff writer Alex 
Putterman contributed to 
this report.

Emily Brindley can be reached 
at ebrindley@courant.com.

Virus
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By early June, the state 
will move into Phase 2, 
which includes everyone 
else who has not already 
been vaccinated, including 
children under the age of 18.

That phase is expected to 
last until the early fall.

Officials noted, however, 

that the entire timeline 
is in flux right now, and 
depends on a wide variety 
of factors.

Lamont said Thurs-
day that he has two main 
concerns about the vaccine 
rollout: the manufactur-
ing pipeline of the vaccine 
itself and the willingness 
of Connecticut residents to 
receive the vaccine.

Delays in the approval for 

the front-runner vaccines 
would also delay the state’s 
vaccination timeline.

Currently, the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine is 
scheduled to go before 
an advisory group for the 
U.S. Food & Drug Admin-
istration on Dec. 10, and is 
expected to be approved a 
few days later.

The Moderna vaccine is 
scheduled to go before the 

advisory group on Dec. 17, 
and is also expected to be 
approved a few days later.

Lamont spokesperson 
Max Reiss said Wednes-
day that the state expects 
to receive a total of 100,000 
doses of the two vaccines by 
the end of the year.

Emily Brindley can be 
reached at ebrindley@
courant.com.

Vaccine
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has also earned a reputation 
for working with Repub-
licans. She said she will 
continue to pursue that 
approach, with both the 
GOP minority in the House 
and the closely divided 
Senate, where control of 
the chamber rests on the 
outcome of two runoff elec-
tions in Georgia.

She described herself as 
“someone who can work 
effectively with Repub-
licans as well as helping 
members address the needs 
of their constituents.” She 
will also work closely to 
help implement the spend-
ing agenda of the incoming 
Biden administration.

DeLauro’s new role 
marks a historic first for 
Connecticut, U.S. Rep. 
John Larson, D-1st, said. 
“Not since Jonathan Trum-
bull was elected Speaker of 
the House has Connecti-
cut held such an import-
ant position in the United 
States Congress,’’ he said. 
“Rosa is the first member 
of Connecticut to be Chair 
of the Appropriations 

Committee.”
DeLauro replaces retir-

ing U.S. Rep. Nita Lowey of 
New York. DeLauro won 
the gavel by a vote of 148 
to 79 over U.S. Rep. Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz. A third 
contender for the post, 
U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur of 
Ohio, dropped her bid early 
Thursday and endorsed 
DeLauro.

“Congratulations to @
rosadelauro on her elec-
tion as Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman 
in the 117th Congress,’’ 
Lowey tweeted. “For three 
decades, Rosa has been 
my legislative partner and, 
more importantly, one of my 
closest friends. @Approps-
Dems are in good hands 
with Rosa at the helm.”

The House Appropria-
tions Committee has one of 
the broadest jurisdictions of 
any congressional commit-
tee, overseeing nearly every 
aspect of government 
spending.

Having a member of the 
state’s delegation leading 
such a key committee could 
be a boon for Connecticut, 
a state that’s dependent on 
federal defense spending.

“Rep. DeLauro has 

always been a fighter in 
Congress on behalf of all 
the residents of Connecti-
cut,’’ Gov. Ned Lamont said. 
“I am thrilled to see that her 
colleagues in Congress saw 
that same determination 
and selected her as chair 
of the House Appropria-
tions Committee. Working 
families across the country 
will have a true champion 
ensuring that their voices 
are heard over the special 
interests, and that they have 
a seat at the table as we all 
work together with Pres-
ident-elect Biden and his 
administration to build back 
better from this pandemic. 
We are incredibly proud to 
have Rep. DeLauro repre-
senting her constituents 
and our state in this vitally 
important role.”

DeLauro said she views 
her work as chair of the 
committee as an extension 
of her job representing the 
people of Connecticut’s 3rd 
Congressional District.

In her quest to lead the 
committee, DeLauro has 
assembled a broad coali-
tion of key Democratic 
Party stakeholders, includ-
ing labor leaders, women’s 
groups and advocates for 

children, among others.
On a lighter note, she 

also campaigned for the 
position by distributing her 
late mother’s favorite reci-
pes and candy dispensers 
produced by the Connecti-
cut-based Pez company to 
her colleagues.

DeLauro is not the only 
powerful committee chair 
from New England: Rep. 
James McGovern of Worces-
ter leads the House Rules 
Committee and Rep. Richard 
Neal of Springfield is chair-
man of the House Ways and 
Means Committee.

“To have senior lead-
ership from the region is 
an extraordinary thing 
for Connecticut and for 
[New England] in general,” 
Larson said in an interview 
last month.

New Haven Mayor Justin 
Elicker said DeLauro’s new 
role is a plus for the city.

“She is an incredible 
advocate for this commu-
nity, just like her mother, 
former Alder, Luisa 
DeLauro,’’ Elicker said. “It 
runs in her blood.”

Daniela Altimari can be 
reached at altimari@
courant.com.

DeLauro
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homeless for four months, 
said he appreciated the 
event sponsors’ generosity.

“It’s just great to know 
that so many people care,” 
he said.

Chrysalis Center serves 
veterans who need help 
with housing, finding work, 
treatment for PTSD and 
other issues, spokeswoman 
Adria Giordano said. The 

meals and clothing pack-
ages were headed to the 
agency’s housing facilities 
in several communities.

As in previous years, 
Zahner’s Clothiers of 
Vernon provided a deep 
discount on the clothing 
given to the veterans, orga-
nizers said.

“We live in the commu-
nity; that’s why we do it,” 
store owner Scott Zahner 
said in a phone interview 
Thursday afternoon.

Also, Manny Zahner, 

Scott ’s  father  and 
co-founder of the family 
business, was a U.S. Army 
veteran of World War II 
who fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge.

This was the fifth year of 
the Manchester Elks holi-
day lunch for veterans. In 
past years, ceremonies have 
included the presentation 
of colors, playing of taps, 
speeches, poem readings 
and prayers. World War II 
veterans have had a special 
table at the event.

Last year, B-17 navi-
gator and Manchester 
native Walther Grunder, 
who flew 14 missions over 
Europe, was an honored 
guest. The year before, the 
center of attention was Julia 
Lempeck of New Britain, 
then age 101, who served 
stateside during World War 
II with the Women’s Army 
Corps as a clerk typist.

Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@
courant.com
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Elks Club members prepare to deliver some of the more than 100 hot meals and packages of warm clothing to Connecticut 
veterans. For the fifth annual Veterans Holiday event co-hosted by Manchester Elks and Johnson Brunetti, the packages were 
delivered rather than distributed at the Elks Club, due to COVID-19 requirements. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT

FROM PAGE ONE

Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., shown in this file photo from July, has been elected chair of the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee. YURI GRIPAS/TNS
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